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Hanson Ranch WYOmlI]g
Dinosaur..«Amber
E.xcavation 1996

Essay

Hugh R. Miller,* J.R. Michaels, and Matt M. Miller

Abstract

he Hanson Ranch in Roxson, Wyoming is located in the eastern
Tpart of the state some 80 miles west of Mt. Rushmore, South Dako-
ta, and 15 miles west of Route 85 on Cheyenne River Road. Research was
first conducted on this ranch by Dr. Kraig L. Dertsler of New Orleans
University, whose team excavated a triceratops. Tiny amber particles were

also discovered with the dinosaur. A few years later, our team excavated
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similar amber particles adjacent to this site, but in the same stratum

with the triceratops. This work is published elsewhere in this issue of the
Creation Research Society Quarterly. The purposes of this photo essay
are to show some of the interesting formations, including hoodos, that
exist on this ranch; some of the fossil material, like amber, that was C-14
dated; and a few of the many dinosaur bone fragments and carbonized
wood that await C-14 dating if funding sources can be identified. C. W.
Holroyd and co-workers discussed other research potentials at this site in

a previous issue of CRSQ (33:136).
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This essay is dedicated to the many individuals too
numerous to mention for their pioneering vision and
perseverance that made these excavations possible in
the 1995-1996 dig seasons. It’s a shame that (through
no fault of their own) their project was discontinued
on this ranch. Fortunately Joe Taylor and Otis Kline
(and others) were able to continue with their coop-
erative joint field research projects with active field

museums like Mount Blanco Fossil Museum, Cros-
byton, Texas, and F.A.C.T. Museum and Research
Station in Glendive, Montana, respectively.

ation Research Science Education Foundation. Joe Taylor of Mt. Blanco Fossil
Museum (Crosbyton, TX) and Buddy Davis of Answers in Genesis participated
the week of July 7-17, 1996.
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Figure 4. A top and bottom view
of these unique formations. Their
rounded surfaces suggest they lith-
ified quickly after water transport,
perhaps during a quiet time between
transgression and regression. The stra-
tum upon which the sandstone rests
appears to have eroded preferentially
to the top portion. Co-author Matt
Miller is in the foreground (bottom
picture), and Andy Greabel is video-
taping the scene.
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on site, looking into what

Figure
has been called the “Dragon’s Graveyard.” This is indeed 2 hadrosaur burial
ground, but other dinosaurs, including a triceratops and T-Rex (first oné ever)
are just a few miles away- The late John A. Watson, geology consult
friend to all, is in the foreground. More about him can be found at WWw-Cre:

ationevidence.org:

6. This view is from the hadrosaur excavati
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Figure 8A. Photo-macrograph of the largest amber piece with dimensions of 1x2 cm. Note the
macro-cracks. One section (circled) eventually exfoliated from the main structure as shown above
in the insert.
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Figure 9B. Photos taken in Poland of the three specimens that were
C-14 dated (Ceranowicz, 2001). The specimen on the right is the
sample of pea-sized amber still imbedded in the clay matrix from
the Hanson Ranch triceratops horizon before it was extracted for

AMS-C-14 dating.




102 Creation Research Society Quarterly

Figure 10. This is the first amber-containing cone discovered by our team looking for
amber. Both amber and coalified or carbonized wood were found in the specimen. We
learned from Joe Taylor that Dr. Kraig Derstler (1994) had also found amber actually bur-
ied with the triceratops, so there may still be a sufficient amount available for study.
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Figure 13. Photo—macrograph of tiny amber
particles floating 1n concentrated table
salt having a specific gravity of 1.18, like
seawater. To be buried with the ponder-
ous triceratops bones the burial must have
been rapid, otherwise the amber would
have floated away regardless of the specific

gravity of the water.
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