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The Red Sea is a narrow strip of water extending 
south-eastward from Suez for about 1300 miles, separ- 
ating the coast of north-east Africa from the coasts of 
Saudi Arabia and Yemen. “Its maximum width is 190 
miles; its greatest depth 9,580 feet; and its area approxi- 
mately 169,000 square miles. [It] occupies part of a 
large rift valley in the continental crust of Africa and 
Arabia.“’ 

“The Rift Valley begins in the lower spurs of the 
Taurus Mountains in Turkey and runs south from there 
through the Jordan Valley to the Gulf of Aqaba. It in- 
cludes the natural wonder of the Dead Sea . . . . At 

*Mr. James E. Strickling lives at 3309 DeKalb Lane, Norcross, 
Georgia 30093. 

Aqaba the Rift is submerged beneath the waters of the 
Red Sea, to reappear on the African Continent in the 
Afar depression of northeast Ethiopia. At this point 
three rift valleys-the Red Sea, the Gulf of Aden and the 
African Rift-converge. 

“It has been said of the Rift Valley that, although it 
may have its counterpart on another planet, there is 
nothing [else] like it on earth. There are other rift val- 
leys, but none of these is so great in extent and variety 
. . . [However, a] rift valley is not really a valley at all; it 
only looks like one. Ordinary valleys are cut by rivers in 
their descent from mountains toward the sea; they may 
be steep-sided and narrow, but a big, old river valley 
often has a large flat alluvial plain on its floor and steep 
escarpments some distance back on either side . . . Rift 
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valleys . . . differ from the other valleys in that they are 
the result of movements and fractures in the earth’s 
crust rather than erosion by water or occurring by ice. 

“Opinions still differ as to how rift valleys are 
formed, but the consensus is that they are sections of the 
earth’s crust which have dropped to a lower level be- 
tween two lines of cracks or faults. In dropping, these 
sections have often been shattered and formed into 
smaller steps and escarpments. Sometimes the minor 
cracks can still be seen running parallel to the main 
fault lines. Technically a rift valley may be called a 
graben, a term applied to any place on earth where a 
section of the surface has dropped into a hollow beneath 
the surrounding level. Volcanic craters are often 
grabens.“* 

“The Red Sea is considered a relatively new sea , , , 
[the trough of which] apparently formed in at least two 
complex phases of land motion.“3 

Although certainly not implied in the quote, the term 
“relatively new” can be reasonably read as “post- 
Deluge. ” 

“No water enters the Red Sea from rivers, and rain- 
fall is scant; but the evaporation loss, in excess of 80 
inches a year, is made up by an inflow through an 
eastern channel of the Straits of Bab el-Mandeb from 
the Gulf of Aden [part of the same rift system]. It is 
estimated that there is a complete renewal of water in 
the Red Sea every 20 years.“4 Until it was first filled, it 
would have appeared a gaping chasm in the earth’s sur- 
face. 

If there were no Red Sea Rift, and consequently no 
Red Sea, there would be a virtually uninterrupted land- 
mass comprising Africa and Asia. A land-bound inhabi- 
tant of the Middle East would know one seemingly end- 
less body of land, bordered by major seas in two direc- 
tions: the Mediterranean Sea and Indian Ocean (or Ara- 
bian Sea). Given such a topography, the occurrence of a 
rift in ancient times in the location and of the magni- 
tude of that beneath the Red Sea would quite conceiv- 
ably be described as a division of the earth. Might this 
not be what happened in Peleg’s time? “. . . the name of 
one (son of Eber) was Peleg; for in his days [plural] was 
the earth divided . . . .” Genesis 10:25. 

Current scientific opinion has it that the Sinai Penin- 
sula “. . . occupies an ancient block . . . which rose be- 
tween [the] two rifted areas . . . .“5 This of course im- 
plies that the initial separation of Africa and Asia was 
complete, which would fit in with the present sugges- 
tion. 

It remains to be seen whether there is other literary 
evidence to support the interpretation suggested here. 
The cause also remains in question: possibly continued 
stabilization following the Deluge-whatever, it was 
not a “run-of-the-mill” earthquake to cause such a rift. 

It is interesting to note that this is the only Old Testa- 
ment upheaval not said to have resulted from God’s 
judgment. 
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This map shows the Rift Valley, indicated by the diagonal shading, in 
Asia and Africa. It will be understood that where the rift is under 
water, it may be hard to tell the exact width; hence in such places the 
width indicated may be somewhat arbitrary. The broken shading, in 
the Sinai region, is to emphasize the suggestion that it may once have 
been part of the rift, and may have risen later. 

The significance of the letters is as follows: A, Gulf of Aqaba; C, 
Cyprus; D, Dead Sea; G, Gulf of Aden; J, Jordan River; S, Gulf of 
Suez. 
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